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High Holy Days
5783~2022

SELICHOT
Shabbat Friday, September 16, 6:00 pm

Selichot Service and music

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
Sunday, September 25, 7:30 pm

Rabbi Martin Levy, “Pushing our Limits”

ROSH HASHANAH
Monday, September 26, 10:00 am

Rabbi Martin Levy, “Our United Stance 
with Israel”

Tashlich Service 4:00 pm
Meet across from Inn of the Alameda

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday September 30, 7:00 pm

MEMORIAL SERVICES
Sunday, October 2

Beit Tikva Memorial Service, 12:30 pm
Community Memorial Service, 1:30 pm
Santa Fe Memorial Gardens Cemetery

417 Rodeo Road

KOL NIDRE
Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 pm

Rabbi Martin Levy, “The Responsibility  
to Serve”

YOM KIPPUR DAY
Wednesday October 5, 10:00 am

Rabbi Levy, “Oneness and Atonement”
Afternoon Service 3:00 pm

Yizkor Service 4:45 pm
Neilah Service 5:30 pm

SUKKOT SERVICE
Sunday October 9, 7:00 pm

Bring items to decorate the Sukkah
Sukkot Pot Luck Dinner

Friday October 14, 6:00 pm
Services 7:00 pm

SIMCHAT TORAH & SHEMINI 
ATZERET SERVICES

Sunday October 16, 5:30-6:30 pm

Lehrhaus Classes with Rabbi Martin Levy—Fall 2022
Please join us for our continuing Shabbat Torah study, every Saturday morning at  
9:30 am on Zoom. Contact Rabbi Levy for link information.

A special five week class will begin in mid October. Check our weekly news blasts for 
details.
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The holy days will soon be upon us, and it is time 
to consider that this has been a time of transition, 
a time of guarded optimism, and a period of 

uncertainty about our health. But we gather in the 
synagogue for Rosh Hashanah with hopes and prayers that 
will guide us towards a renewed sense of purpose for 5783.

I was once asked by a congregant, “If you knew what 
was involved for the future, would you have become a 
rabbi?” Of course the classic answer is, “Becoming a rabbi 
is not the best choice for a nice Jewish boy/girl.” Surely 
the question is a serious one, and a query that we pose to 
ourselves? What is the significance of the choices we have 
made in our lives? How have these choices affected our 
family and loved ones?

Why didn’t God ask Abraham if he wanted to lead his 
tribe into a new world? Why didn’t the Almighty ask 
Moses if he would like to lead the Israelites out of Egypt? 
Rather, the Holy One ordered Moses, “Come I will send 
you to Pharaoh and you shall free my people from Egypt.”

God drafted the prophet Jeremiah even before he was 
born. “Before I created you in the womb, I selected you. I 
appointed you to be a prophet.”

God apparently does not ask for volunteers. Perhaps the 
Almighty knows that we may turn down his requests. But 
we need volunteers, regardless of our own self-centered 
inclinations. We need women and men who will guide and 
uplift this congregation. Of course we are not going to be 

prophets or tzadikim, but we can become visionaries and 
enable our community to thrive and progress.

If I had known at twenty-one years of age the demands 
of the rabbinate, I probably would not have gone 
through rabbinical school. Fortunately, I could not see 
into the future. Through the years I have found that the 
satisfaction of guiding a congregation and building Jewish 
communal strength has given me much satisfaction. Surely 
many of us can say the same about our professions, as 
teachers, attorneys, architects, doctors, therapists, and 
entrepreneurs. We would probably say, “Yes, I would 
choose this path of life once again. In the coming months, 
I hope you will choose to assist our congregation and do 
more mitzvot for Congregation Beit Tikva and the greater 
community. We have goals to strive for and we have good 
souls who can fulfill this work. I will join you on this 
journey, and may we be strengthened in the New Year that 
is upon us.

Shanah tovah,

Rabbi Martin W. Levy

505.670.4671

RABBI’S MESSAGE

Important Security Training for Members
“Active Shooter Training” is scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 7th at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. All members 

are  highly encouraged to attend this class taught by the 

Santa Fe Police Department. In addition, multiple new 

cameras have been installed throughout the perimeter of 

the building, with a large monitor near the kitchen. The 

monitor allows everyone to see eight separate views of the 

exterior and members of the Board may access the same on 

their smartphones. The Board approved five “crash” bars to 

be installed on the main entrance doors, the doors leading 

outside behind the sanctuary, and on the Rabbi’s exterior 

door. They will be featured at the class on the seventh.  

More security measures to come. Until then Shalom! 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

The Shema Can Save Your Life
by Elisheva Herrera

The Shema can save your life, and I’m not talking about 
the usual way prayer can save lives, although I’m not 
discounting that at all. The Shema is the most important 
prayer for observant Jews. “Hear O’ Israel, the Lord Our 
God, the Lord is One.” It is a call to return to Love. “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and all 
your soul and all your might.” In other words, love fully 
and completely.

Not too long ago, I was a young woman sitting in a 
modern orthodox yeshiva in Jerusalem. The rabbi leading 
the class was a spirited, white-haired man in his 80’s. He 
was small in physicality but rather large in stature. His 
calm, kindly nature came through his mannerisms and his 
British-inspired Hebrew. This rabbi had lived a rich, full 
life devoted to studying and teaching Torah. He was the 
perfect person to impart wisdom on the Shema, not only 
because he was a learned scholar, but because he had  
lived it.

Rabbi Shlomo taught us that the Shema is the first thing 
on your lips in the morning when you wake up, the last 
thing on your lips before you go to bed, and the last thing 
on your lips before you die. He firmly believed all Jews 
should know how to recite the Shema and used a personal 
story to explain why it was so integral and how it had 
changed his life.

Rabbi Shlomo was a teenager when he fought for Britain 
in World War I. His platoon was on the battlefield fighting 
German soldiers. They were still fighting hand-to-hand 
combat in those days. Rabbi Shlomo faced a formidable 
foe in a knife fight in a battle for their lives. The two 
young men, one British, one German, fought for what 
felt like an eternity, maybe even 20 minutes, he thought. 
Neither was giving up. Neither was faltering, but both 
were tiring. They knew that either one of them could 
die in any moment. Suddenly, both soldiers blurted out, 
“Shema Yisrael, Adonai Eloheynu, Adonai Echad!” at the 
same time. They both gasped and withdrew. They looked 
at each other with newly softened eyes, realizing they were 
both Jews. They threw down their knives, hugged, cried, 
and could fight no more.

The Shema saved many more than those two lives 
during that war. Rabbi Shlomo heard the same story 
with different people, different battlefields, but the same 

outcome many times over. He was inscribed in the Book 
of Life that year, and for many more years to come. 
The Rabbi loved telling that story and did it with such 
conviction, with tears in his eyes, knowing it would affect 
others as profoundly as it affected him.

What will it take to remind us Jews that we’re all one? 
We may come from various countries, speak different 
languages, have different customs, and yet, we’re all Jews. 
Rabbi Shlomo reminds us in his story that we are united 
in our prayers, in our shared history, even in our shared 
survival. Will you remember this story when you recite the 
Shema at High Holy Days services?

We’re blessed to have the Shema. May it protect and 
defend you. May you be inscribed in the Book of Life. 
And may you be inspired to get to know your fellow 
congregants through services, through Congregation Beit 
Tikva’s celebration of Jewish culture, education, and the 
arts. Join us in making our community a better place.

Hope to see you soon. 
Farewell, Shalom, and Love.

In Loving Memory
Lidia Martinez

Step Mother of Elisheva & Ephraim Herrera
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Come Into the Great Big Party Tent of Study...All Are Welcome
By Clarke Fountain

It is worth noting that the committed and 
brilliant rabbis from the first century of 
the common era onward took what had 

been the status quo for the Israelite people 
(a very diverse one) and developed what 
is sometimes called Talmudic or Rabbinic 
Judaism. That Judaism as an “ism” had 
not existed before is pretty clear to most 
scholars. Before? An agglomeration of 
tendencies and beliefs and tribal affiliations 
of various sorts, more or less based on 
Temple practice and the words of the Torah.

The daily routine of prayers for observant 
Jews that is customary today was surely 
based on many things, including Temple 
practice, but in its current form it was an 
invention (initially) of the rabbis of the 
second through fifth centuries, as they were 
also setting into print the elements of the 
Talmud. Of course, they have grown by 
accretion ever since.

You might think that these prayers are 
simply pious expressions of belief meant to 
direct the thoughts and minds of the faithful, 
and of course, prayers to the Almighty. 
They are that, and powerfully so. But these 
progenitors were brilliant men who had no 
television or internet to distract them. 

The Graeco-Roman world had always 
had as a background “noise” the magical 
practices of the Babylonians, Sumerians, 
Egyptians and (of course) themselves. 
Witness the ubiquitous presence of 
lead sheets filled with magical curses 
found throughout the empire. And the 
philosophical influence of Athens (primarily) 
was likewise everywhere. Witness the 
symbolistic interpretations of Torah of 
worthies such as Philo.

Now, if Philo was left unchallenged, the 
structure of faith would likely dissolve. Once 
you decide that none of the stories and 
prayers of the Torah have a literal meaning, 
you could wind up with almost anything, 
and the faith of Israel after the fall of the 
Temple and the revolts against Rome could 
have disappeared entirely into the mishmash 
of Hellenism. That almost happened. But the 
results of the turmoil of those times required 
a distinction between the emerging religion 

of Christianity and what became Judaism as 
we know it today. Who required it? Rome.

The magical practices of the 
Mediterranean required elaborate rituals 
to be enacted, often complete with 
priesthoods, written formulae, herbs (and 
poisons) and more; they were exoteric. 
They could be observed being performed. 
The Israelite people could not do magic 
according to the writ of Torah, but magic 
surrounded them. What to do? Words. Words 
in daily use. They were not only faithful and 
sincere prayers to the Almighty, but formulae 
of a powerless people to use for protection, 
and so forth, much like the magic of the rest 
of the world around them. But, much of that 
work was encoded in the prayers of daily use. 
Closely examined, the words of the prayers 
are effective magical formulae, methods of 
mystical exploration, and much more. There 
were always “practical kabbalists” who wrote 
talismans for the surviving Jews during and 
after the horrors of the first and second 
centuries. But, I submit that they were not 
central to the powerful currents set up for 
the practice of the Judaisms of the post-
temple faithful. 

Okay, what of it? Are we not rational 
modern folks who barely believe in a creator-
God, and perform the daily prayers (if at all) 
mostly only when we come to Temple? What 
need have we for magic and mysticism? Our 
ancestors were not dull, stupid, superstitious 
fools. Anything they put a lot of effort into 
should be studied for whatever benefit 
we can derive from that effort. And I can 
personally testify that there is benefit.

Not all brilliant philosophy happened after 
Descartes—most of it happened before. And 
a great deal of it, for Jews, is encoded in the 
Talmud and in the prayers of daily use. What 
we call kabbalah makes ample use of those 
things, and the great Jewish Kabbalists were 
also not dull superstitious men. They were 
addressing questions of perennial concern 
in a manner affected by efforts of the 
Graeco-Roman (and Persian) philosophers. A 
sampling—What is evil? What is goodness? 
Why is there anything at all? How can we live 
well? Why must we struggle? 

We’re not alone in having questions. 
We are not alone in finding some of the 

gaps in the stories of the Torah puzzling. 
We are not alone in being outraged by the 
commands to kill whole cities of Canaanites, 
and puzzled by them. Anything we find odd 
or upsetting in the Torah, our ancestors also 
found odd and upsetting. But unlike us, 
they thought deeply about the questions 
they had, and proposed possible answers to 
them, to be argued over from then until now. 

Most of us find reasons to ignore the 
questions we have, often for a variety of 
good reasons. The engagement of Judaism 
with the modern philosophers that began 
mostly in the eighteenth century and 
resulted in the speculations of Spinoza and 
later worthies. We unthinkingly swallow the 
efforts and conclusions of the textual critics 
because they are modern conclusions from 
great scholars. Well, that engagement began 
a LONG time before that. It is so fascinating 
to go there, so enlightening.

Most of us are desperately ignorant about 
the brilliance of our forbears. But even just 
a little study of their work will pry open 
our own minds to be less chrono-centric, 
focused on our own times’ prejudices, and 
more able to reason (yes, reason!) in all the 
ways necessary to be well-rounded and well-
educated people, rather than ignorant ones, 
caught up superstitions coming from our 
modern folklore. 

So it is that I commend to you the 
classes Rabbi Martin has taught and will be 
teaching, our Zoom Torah study efforts, the 
classes Petr Chylek has taught, and will be 
teaching. I also commend to you an open-
minded exploration of the prayers of daily 
use. Begin with any of them. Begin with the 
Shema. Ask yourself, what is this “one?”  What 
is oneness? It’s not a closed set, a question 
with one simple answer. See what the “non-
mystical” rabbis like Maimonides and the 
Torah rabbis had to say, and the mystical 
commentators as well. There’s an ocean of 
study available on that topic alone. 

Perhaps the world around us is going 
wonky, as many believe, and our usual 
entertainments are becoming lackluster or 
unavailable. Well then, join us in the great 
world of Jewish study, which has entertained 
the great and the little among us for (quite 
literally) thousands of years.
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Congregation 

Beit Tikva
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Yizkor Service New Name Form  

All names will be read at the Yom Kippur Yizkor Service on Wednesday, October 5, 2022.
PLEASE SUBMIT ONLY NEW NAMES. Names already on file will be read at the service. All new names submitted  
below must be accompanied by a minimum $18 donation per name.

YO U R  N A M E ____________________________________P H O N E ____________________ E MA I L _______________________________

NEW N A M E ( S )  TO  B E  R E A D  ( use back  s ide i f  necessar y ) :  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of New Names_____________ Total amount $____________________

*** Office use only ***

Check #  Date         Status 

High Holy 
Days

5783~2022

The main services of High Holy Days:

EREV ROSH HASHANAH 
Sunday, September 25, 7:30pm

ROSH HASHANAH 
Monday, September 26, 10:00am

KOL NIDRE 
Tuesday, October 4, 7:30pm

YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, October 5, 10:00am
Afternoon Service 3:00pm
Yizkor and Concluding Service 4:45pm

Congregation 

Beit Tikva
P. O.  B OX    24094  S A N TA  F E ,  N M  87502    T E L :  505 .820 .2991        

W W W. B E I T T I K VA S A N TA F E . O R G

Non-Member Ticket Form, 5783-2022  
I wish to purchase # _____________  tickets for all FOUR services @ $300.
I wish to purchase # _____________  single day ticket(s) @ $100 per service.
I wish to reserve #  ______________  ticket(s) for full-time college students @ no cost. 
Please check which service(s) you plan to attend:
❏ Erev Rosh Hashanah Sunday, September 25, 7:30 pm ❏ Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre) Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 pm
❏ Rosh Hashanah Monday, September 26, 10:00 am ❏ Yom Kippur Wednesday, October 5, 10:00 am
 

YOUR NAME:____________________________________PHONE _________________ EMAIL ___________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
*** Office use only ***

No. of adults Service (s) Amount Check # Date Status 
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Remembering Those Who Have Gone Before
At this time of year it is appropriate to remember and honor your loved ones who have 
passed away. With the financial support of an initial donation from Ruthie Getz Koval, and a 
subsequent donation from Gary and Karen Goldstein, two Yahrzeit panels were installed in 
the entrance hall where we place illuminated Yahrzeit plaques honoring your loved ones. If 
you have not yet purchased or reserved a space please call Lela at 505.820.2991, or email her 
at officeadmin@beittikvasantafe.org. You may also fill out the form below and drop it in the 
mail to our office.

Yahrzeit Memorial Plaque Order Form
Name(s) of Honoree(s)

 1. __________________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known__________________________

Please submit this form by mail; bring it to the office; or scan and email it to us.

Your Name:__________________________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________Phone_____________________

Number of Plaques: _______x $600 each         

CHECK ENCLOSED IN THE AMOUNT OF:____________________________________

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX Card #________________________________________

Name on Card: _______________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ______________________  CCV#_________

Billing zip code_______________________

HAVE YOU BEEN RECEIVING 
OUR WEEKLY E-BLAST?  

It is the best way to stay current with 
all of our Congregation’s happenings. 
Please contact Windy Dankoff, 
windydankoff@mac.com to join our 
e-blast list. Or, go to 
www.beittikvasantafe.org and click 
on the blue button, top right. You’ll 
never miss any upcoming events or 
news.

  
Happy Birthdays 
and Anniversaries in 
August and September
BIRTHDAYS

Sheila Bicoll August 6

Megan Siegel August 7

Susan Krohn August 12

Marc Sanders August 27

Doris Francis Erhard September 7

John Siskin September 12

Connie Rosenberg September 13

Barbara LaMont September 15

Stacey Neill September 16

Carol Karps September 23

Windy Dankoff September 29

Jonathan Frey September 29

ANNIVERSARIES 

William & Marcia Berman

Stuart & Connie Rosenberg

Edward Mazria & Asenath Kepler

Windy & Alma Dankoff
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2022 DONATIONS

General Fund
Keith Leslie
Robert Bernstein In Honor of Cantor  
 Ephraim Herrera
Rabbi Jack Shlachter and Beverly Post

July 9th Gala Angels
William & Marcia Berman
Eleanor Brenner
Thomas & Norma Brenner
Carl & Renee Cohen Foundation,  
 Linda Cohen

Doris Francis
Ephraim Herrera
Ruthie Koval
Linda Krull
Stuart & Connie Rosenberg
Joan Vernick

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 
Jane Ellen Rothkrug In Memory of Edward 
and Patricia Rothkrug

Yahrzeit
Jean O’Gorman In Memory of Son, Chris

Yom Kipper Memorial
Robert Bernstein for Memorial of
 Eleanor Ruth Greenwald Bernstein,  
 Isador Bernstein, Jerold Bernstein,  
 Maurice “Dutch” Bernstein

By Cantor Ephraim Abel Herrera

Shalom and greetings, dear congregants. The High Holy Days 
will be with us once again and I thought I would jot down some 
thoughts of what music I love during this time. There are so 

many themes and lovely tunes that it’s difficult to name which are my 
favorites, but I’ll give it a go.

On Erev Rosh Hashanah after the Shehecheyanu has been said, 
you have the lovely Hineni prayer, “Here I Am.”  This prayer sets the 
intention of the start of the High Holy Days. The words are, “Here  
I am, of little merit, trembling and afraid as I stand before You to 
plead for your people.”  The Cantor becomes the spokesperson, so to 
speak , for the congregation. The prayer has begun and so have the 
holidays. The words in Hebrew are divinely inspired, I feel. There are 
many melodies for this prayer and I chant the melody of  composer, 
Samuel Bugatch of Rogachev, Belarus.

The next favorite of mine is  “Hashkiveynu,”  We Laid Down. This 
prayer is also chanted during the Shabbat evening service but during 
the holidays, I use a different melody which is a standard High Holy  
Days melody.  The composer’s name is Ben Steinberg of Winnipeg, 
Canada. The prayer Hashkiveynu is a prayer of peace during slumber. 
The words are, “Grant O Hashem, that we lie down in peace and raise 
us up, our Guardian, to life reknewed. Shield and shelter your people 
Israel beneath the shadow of your wings.“  The melody is sonorous 
and tranquil so that you can rock a baby to sleep. I say yes to this 
prayer a thousand times over.

Then we come to the R’tzei melody by Stephen Richards. This prayer 
and melody feels as though you are on a boat in calm waters . The 
meter is in a 12/8 timing and it flows as though you are on water, 
hence the boat analogy.  This prayer is about our words rising up to 
the sky like smoke from a flame. Our prayers are the offering and You 
are the Temple. Our High Holy Days soprano, Melissa Reidel, sings 
this prayer and I get to listen to her beautiful voice as she sings away 
to Hashem.

One cannot write about the High Holy Days and not mention, “Avinu 
Malkeynu, Our Father, Our King.”  This particular beautiful melody 
by Max Janowski can be heard in practically every synagogue in the 
United States during this time. Janowski was born in Berlin, Germany 
and resided in Hyde Park , Chicago, Illinois. The famous baritone 
Sherrill Milnes and equally famous mezzo soprano Isola Jones 
studied with the great Max Janowski. Imagine that.

The last piece I would like to mention is “Sh’ma Koleynu,” Hear our 
Voice, by Max Helfman, a Polish- born American composer. I would 
have to say this is my very favorite of all the other prayers. This 
prayer talks about hearing our voice, Lord our God. Pity and be 
compassionate to us and accept and favor our prayer. I believe this 
prayer and melody to be a power house. The melody against the 
piano accompaniment is somewhat dissonant. This is needed to give 
us the tension between Hashem and his people and  why we are 
pleading for pardon and repentance. This to me is very clever and is 
a most difficult piece to sing because of the emotion behind it. Bravo 
Max Helfman on creating this incredible melody.

I look forward to seeing all of you in our loving synagogue during the 
High Holy Days. 

L’Shana Tova Tikatevu and May you be Inscribed for a Good Year.

Some of My Favorite High Holy Days Things
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