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Chanukah Celebration 
and Service
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 6:00pm

Join us for a fantastic Chanukah dinner 
and musical service for the first night of 
Chanukah, Sunday, December 18 at 
6:00pm. We will enjoy a pot-luck dinner 
and the festive lighting of the Chanukah 
menorahs brought from home. This is 
also our opportunity to say “thank you” 
to Cantor Ephraim Herrera, as he has 
announced his retirement. We have been 
blessed with his outstanding musicianship, 
tenor voice, and fabulous piano expertise 
for many years. Please join us so we may 
honor our dear Cantor.

Congregational Annual Meeting
Save the date for our Congregational Annual Meeting—Sunday, December 11, 9:15am.

Come for breakfast and important discussions!

Letter to the Congregation by Cantor Ephraim Herrera   

6 Chesvan, 5783/October 31, 2022

Shalom Rabbi Martin Levy, Board of Directors and Congregation Beit Tikva,

I hope this letter finds you well. It is with a sad heart that I inform you that I, Ephraim Abel 
Herrera, will be resigning as your Cantor on December 31st, 2022. My decision was not an 
easy one. It’s really been a battle between my mind telling me to continue and my body 
telling me that it’s now time to take it easy. As some of you may know, I have some health 
concerns which have led me to this point. Baruch HaShem, as of recently, I have been 
feeling all right, putting together a concert in June as well as singing through the Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. It is quite a testament to how much better my health 

is doing. I am very grateful but again I feel as though I need to stop. I know I feel much better in a lower 
altitude dwelling and I may explore that in the near future.

Thank you all for your support and for your efforts to make Congregation Beit Tikva the best synagogue that 
it can be. It’s been an enormous pleasure to serve HaShem and to serve you through my singing.

In closing, I know Rabbi Martin and President Elisheva have some soloists in mind to be my successor and all 
will be fine when I leave.                                                                                           
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Turn it and turn it, for all is contained within 
it, the Sages echoed about the re-start of Torah 
readings, which began almost a month ago. New 

insights and fresh beginnings are upon us, as we prepare 
for 2023 with new programs, a unique website, and a 
burst of activities for Beit Tikva. This forthcoming month 
of Kislev/Chanukah, is a moment to say au revoir to 
Cantor Ephraim, and send him forth with blessings for his 
journey in 2023. I hope that all of congregants and friends 
will join us for a Chanukah dinner on Sunday, December 
18th. That evening we will honor our beloved Cantor. 

After all of the endless hoopla of elections, let’s take a 
pause and consider the essence of Chanukah, which 
begins on December 18th (a Sunday evening). Some say 
that Chanukah is about freedom; it’s about a courageous 
Jewish militia who defeated an enormous army; while 
others argued that the festival centers on the observance 
and purity of the Second Temple, almost destroyed by the 
Syrian forces. I believe that spiritual message of Chanukah 
focuses on the creation of light, and the re-igniting of an 
inner light for the Jewish people at that time, and for us 
in the twenty-first century. People often remark that we 
are inured in an age of darkness, a time of discord and 
acrimony. So where do we find light in the midst of a host 
of material problems? According to the Sages, God hid 
the “light” beneath the material substance of the world, 

and we have to search for it every day of our 
lives! We find that light in the wisdom of 
our Torah and the teachings of extraordinary 
teachers. “A mitzvah is a candle and the 
Torah is the light,” we read in the Proverbs. 
Some of that light we can appreciate as we 
kindle the Chanukah candles.

If one lights the type of oil the Maccabees 
used, that oil would surely burn for more 
than one day! For such oil contains the 
secrets of inspiration that emanate from 
God’s radiance flowing through our world. 
The Maccabees were fighting against the 
darkness in their world: prohibitions against 
studying the Bible, observing Shabbat 
and other rituals. They fought against 
the Syrians and the assimilationists, and 
gained an amazing victory. But the Sages 
three centuries later didn’t give Judah and 
his family much credit. For these teachers 
intuited that military conquests are short-
lived, and only faith in the Almighty will 

sustain a people through difficult times. As we know, the 
oil found in the Jerusalem Temple was so little, yet when 
the Maccabees lit the lamps, that oil burned for eight days. 
These Jews trusted the Almighty. Their heroism, their 
faith, and their determination kept the Jewish community 
alive during this Syrian-Roman occupation.

During this season of lights, I trust that you will embrace 
the radiance and wisdom of the Chanukah saga. Focus 
your energies on doing mitzvot for your family and for 
the congregation, while bringing harmony to those who 
wallow in discord. If we all traveled to Jerusalem this 
month, we might find a small jar of oil, enough to burn 
for one day. But with courage and devotion, we can 
rekindle our energy and make these flasks of oil last for 
eight days and even longer! Every one of us needs to help 
lift up our world, and let the lights shine.

Hag Same’ach,

Rabbi Martin W. Levy
505.670.4671

RABBI’S MESSAGE
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Wonderful Things are Happening  
at CBT! 
By Elisheva Herrera

We have been working on a new website for the 
synagogue. I met with our web designer and told him we 
needed a good photo of food because we Jews love food. 
The look on his face was difficult to read, but I’d say it was 
disbelief, or something more. I was soon vindicated when 
the web designer’s sophisticated software showed us the 
word most used in a Google search along with “synagogue” 
is “oneg.” Surprised? Probably not.  

We have heard you, dear friends. While we have an oneg 
every Shabbat, we decided to make it even more special by 
having everyone participate in the oneg. Even more food! 
Food, glorious food! We’re calling it Share Shabbat and 
we will have one the first Friday of each month. We are 
starting at 6:00pm on Fridays now that standard mountain  
time is in effect. Bring your favorite dish to share! 

“Meet a Member” is another bright idea our Board 
came up with recently. Our congregation has so many 
interesting folks. Why not introduce us on a regular basis? 
One member will introduce themselves on the second 
Friday of the month through a brief talk during Shabbat 
service. Please let me or Rabbi Martin know if you’d like to 
present. Don’t be shy. We want to get to know you!

Finally, enough folks have requested Saturday morning 
Shabbat services that the Rabbi has decided to give it a 
try. We will skip Friday night services on the third Friday 

of the month and have Saturday morning Shabbat service 
instead. Perhaps Saturday morning service will better fit 
into more people’s schedules. 

Rabbi Gail Labovtiz, PhD, Jewish Theological Seminary, 
asks, “How do we ‘do’ Shabbat? What positive act do 
we take to ‘make Shabbat’?” We assemble. We gather 
together in community. Shabbat does not happen, actively 
or otherwise, only at the level of individual Jews, each 
refraining from his or her ordinary occupations and 
activities. It is not truly Shabbat until each of those Jews 
uses that freed up time to join together, in harmony, with 
other Jews, to pray, to learn, to eat, to talk (and yes, to 
love).”

We are trying these new things to bring community 
back into our sanctuary. It seems attendance has still not 
bounced back even though the Covid numbers have been 
low. We don’t know what tomorrow may bring. We are 
safer gathering now than we’ve been in a long time. 

Please come to Shabbat services. My brother, Cantor 
Ephraim, is retiring at the end of this year. We are 
confident we will have music on Friday nights. However, 
no one will ever replicate Cantor Ephraim’s piano playing 
and singing, the joy and devotion to Hashem he brings, 
and his wonderful musicianship.

Remember the message of the Maccabees as we approach 
Chanukah. “Community. Solidarity. Resilience.” Celebrate 
Chanukah with us on December 18th. Come say goodbye 
to Cantor Ephraim. Let’s have some latkes and light the 
menorah! Let’s enjoy each and every moment we all have 
together.

We are working on our federal grant 
for security funding from the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  
For now, until the beginning of the new 

year, we will have security on CBT’s grounds 
every Shabbat service.

In Loving Memory
Linda Krull

Beloved Congregant 
June 16, 1948 – September 9, 2022

Mark David Berman
Son of William and Marcia Berman   
March 6, 1958 –October 14, 2022
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  2022 DONATIONS
General Fund
Eleanor Brenner
Clarke Fountain
John Henry McDonald
Alma and Windy Dankoff

Music Fund
Eileen Mandel

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
John Graham
Susan Krohn
Joel Schneider

High Holy Days
Jack Berger
Merrill and Arlene Ehrenberg
Nancy Mandel
Bonnie Schwartz

Yizkor
Carol Karps
Ruthie Getz-Koval
Steve Moise
Bonnie Schwartz
John Siskin
Arlene Vinnick & Flo Vinnick

In Memory
Linda Krull from Gary  
 and Sue Katz
From the estate of Marc Sanders
Lynn Kelly from Daniel Culbert  
 and family

Congregation Beit Tikva  Calendar for November/December/January 2022/2023
November 4  Share Shabbat at 6:00pm.  Bring food to share.
November 11 Meet a Member, introducing John Goldman 
November 18 NO Friday night services
November 19 Torah Study at 9:30am. Saturday morning Shabbat Services, 10:45am
December 9 Meet a Member, introducing Ashri Gyorgi
December 11 Congregation Annual Meeting, 9:15am.  Breakfast provided
December 16 NO Friday night services
December 17 Torah Study at 9:30am. Saturday morning Shabbat Services, 10:45am
December 18 Chanukah Celebration and Service at 6:00pm
January 6 Share Shabbat at 6:00pm.  Bring food to share.
January 13 Meet a Member, introducing (TBD)
January 20  NO Friday night services
January 21 Torah Study at 9:30am. Saturday morning Shabbat Services 10:45am


