
Adar-Nisan-Iyar 5783/February-March-April 2023

Rabbi Martin W. Levy
Cantor Ephraim A. Herrera

Founding Rabbi Leonard A. Helman, z”l

F R I DAY  S H A B B AT  S E R V I C E S  —  7:00 P M                             2230 O L D  P E CO S  T R A I L ,  S A N TA  F E

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Officers
PRESIDENT
Elisheva Herrera

VICE PRESIDENT
Robert Gear

TREASURER
Carlos Duno

FORMER PRESIDENT 
Sheila Bicoll

Trustees
Kaycee Canter 
BarbaraDolloff 
Clarke Fountain
Ashri Gyorgi
Jean O’Gorman
Joel Schneider
Donna Secular
Dirk Wassner

This April 6, our congregation will host a festive Passover Seder at the synagogue with 
a beautiful service led by Rabbi Martin Levy and catered by Walter Burke Catering. 

Reservation forms have been sent to all congregants. If you wish to attend, please contact the 
Beit Tikva office as soon as possible. We request that everyone gather at the synagogue between 
5:30 and 6:00pm so we can begin the Seder service promptly.

Probably the most celebrated festival in the Jewish calendar is Passover. All of us have multiple 
memories of past Seders, discussions about matzah ball soup and the tenderness of the brisket. 
We recount the great saga of the Exodus, and God’s redeeming power which enabled the ancient 
Israelites to enter into a new world of promise and covenant. Passover is truly a time when we 
remember that the Almighty delivered us into a new era. Please join us for this magnificent 
celebration of our heritage and faith.

Beit Tikva Celebrates 
Passover 2nd Night 
Community Seder–
Thursday, April 6 at 
6:00pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

CBT Calendar for February, March, and April 2023
February17  No Friday night services
February18   Torah “Zoom” study and Shabbat 

services in Sanctuary/9:30 Torah class, 
10:45 Services

February 24   Shabbat Evening Services: 6:00 pm 
Guest cantorial soloist

March  3  Share Shabbat: Pot Luck Dinner and 
Services 6:00pm

March  6   Purim Celebration: 6:00pm, Dress for 
Fun!

March 10 Shabbat Evening Services 6:00pm     
 “Meet your Congregant”
March 17  No Friday night Services
March 18   Shabbat Morning Services and Zoom 

Torah Class in Sanctuary/9:30 Torah 
class,10:45 Services

March 24  Shabbat Evening Services: 7:00pm   
 (NOTE: new “time”)
March 31  Shabbat Evening Services: 7:00pm   
 Guest cantorial soloist
April    5  First night of Passover
April    6  Congregational Seder at CBT:  
 6:00 pm
April    7  Shabbat Passover Services: 7:00pm
April  14  Shabbat Evening Services: 7:00 pm
April 16  Movie and special presentation on 
 Israeli Independence Sunday 3:00pm
April  20-21  No Shabbat Services
April  26 Israel’s 75th Anniversary
April  28   Shabbat Evening Services: 7:00 pm   

Guest cantorial soloist
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I n the coming months we will celebrate two important 
holidays, Purim and Passover. Our tradition 
commands us to “be happy” during the two days of 

Purim. We revel in the glorious saga of our deliverance 
from evil, and the delicious treats at the Purim table. We 
recount the travail of Queen Esther and Mordecai, as they 
combat the dangers of Haman. Please join us on Monday 
night, March 6th for a wonderful celebration and a 
special “debate” about Purim. This is the moment to dress 
up in costume, and even act in a frivolous manner. There 
will be fun, food and frolic in CBT during that evening.

We celebrate Passover with our congregational family on 
Thursday evening, April 6th at 6:00pm. Pesach evokes 
so many memories for all of us, and I trust you will join us 
for a beautiful and meaningful Seder meal and service. The 
invitation for the Seder dinner is found in this newsletter, 
and online.

Passover focuses on the story of liberation, and the 
challenges we encounter as persons endowed with free will. 
The Sages ask, how did we gain this freedom, and how are 
we able to exercise this free will during our lives? In one 
story, the soul protests when the Almighty summons it to 
birth and commands it to enter the womb. But the soul 
cannot decline. During the time of gestation, the unborn 
child is shown the whole world and the entirety of Torah. 
At birth, the soul and mind enter into our physical being, 
and the portals showing eternity are basically closed. Then 
an angel smites the newborn on the lips and the child 
forgets all the Torah that was learned in the womb. So the 
child’s learning process in a continual process of struggle 
and acquiring knowledge and right behavior. When you 
think about this midrash, it’s clear that the gift of freedom 
is literally born with us. We are given that gift, but it 
includes the possibility of doing both good and bad deeds. 
It is a gift fraught with responsibility. Our life enables 
us to constantly choose, as we struggle with our desires 
and limitations. Passover reminds us that our freedom 
demands that we teach our children wisely. Passover 
reaffirms the notion that learning is a lifelong process.

One aspect of the lens we view in our Haggadah is that we 
survived slavery. The Torah reminds us more than thirty 
times that “You were slaves in Egypt,” which teaches that 

we need to treat others with respect and kindness. Where 
we witness shackles of degradation and poverty, we need 
to deal with those issues. The Haggadah story is more than 
simply, we survived, and became a prosperous new nation. 
This intricate novella weaves a pattern of oppression, 
liberation, and facing the responsibilities of building a 
stronger civil society. We remember where we came from 
(remember the 1st commandment of the Decalogue!) and 
what it means to be a stranger in the land.

Freedom is a gift! Maimonides reminds us in the first 
volume of the Mishneh Torah, “Every human being can 
be righteous like Moses, or wicked like Jeroboam. We can 
be merciful or cruel, generous or miserly. Every person 
shall turn to the way he/she desires.” Thus our call for 
this Passover season is to do the good, and help others. 
Exercising our freedom is a bit like playing tennis or golf: 
we need to get in shape, do lots of stretching and warm-
ups, learn from the experts, and practice! 

Certainly each one of us can do the same as a member of 
Beit Tikva: practice our faith, learn and show kindness 
and act generously to the congregation. May all of us be 
blessed with kindness and good health for this spring 
season!

Hag same’ach,

Rabbi Martin W. Levy
505.670.4671

RABBI’S MESSAGE

A Passover Message for 2023

The Venice Haggadah (Wikimedia Commons)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

February. Still cold. But it feels like spring is right 
around the corner. Passover comes early this year, on 

April 5th. Beit Tikva is hosting a Second Night Seder 
on April 6th. Passover is my favorite. Spring. Freedom. 
Songs. Every year I sing, “Go Down Moses.” I love all the 
commentary around the Seder. I don’t know how old I 
was when I heard the reason the water in the river became 
blood was because Pharoah passed himself off as a god. 
He went into the river every morning, hiding his human 
bodily functions from the rest of the world. No one ever 
saw him do his business, until the river turned to blood, 
and he wouldn’t go in, thus exposing himself as a mere 
mortal. These are the stories that have told of our survival 
through the centuries. 

In December I went to Los Angeles to narrate a play 
called, “Escape from Tehran,” a reality-based love story 
written by Stephanie A. Liss. A Persian Jewish couple 
must escape with their lives when the Shah is deposed, 
and the extremist Ayatollah Khomeini comes into power. 
Some Jews ran for their lives with only the clothes on their 
backs. The synagogues in Santa Fe are coming together to 
celebrate Israel’s Independence Day by screening “Escape 
from Tehran” in April, with Stephanie Liss, the playwright, 
joining us. She’ll speak about the play and  her risking her 
life to go underground for interviews with Yasser Arafat 
and Mahmoud Assad. She’s got some great tales to share. 

“Escape From Tehran” will air on Jewish Life Television 
(JLTV). That’s right. Your very own President is going to 
be on JLTV, the only station in North America that airs 
Servant of the People, the television series that became 
a reality when its star, Volodymyr Zelensky became the 
President of Ukraine. 

Being Jewish means different things to different people. 
Lately I’ve noticed some folks I meet for the first time are 
shy to claim their heritage. They might say things like, “I 
have Jewish blood” or “We stopped being Jewish when my 
folks moved here from Europe in the 40’s.” I’m not sure 
it’s ever been popular to be Jewish, but the antisemitism 
in our country and this world has some people thinking 
twice about claiming their identity, and that is sad. 

Judaism is a religion, an ethnicity, a culture and more. The 
depth of what binds us as Jews is often difficult to explain 
to non-Jews. I had a Catholic acquaintance try to convince 
me they were born Catholic and therefore it’s in their 
blood, so they understood what it was like to be Jewish. 
Not the same thing. They can leave Catholicism whenever 

they want. It’s not a bloodline thing. They haven’t been 
chased out of nearly every country they set foot in. We 
Jews have history and ancestry that binds us. We have 
stories of survival through the ages, regardless of how 
observant we or our ancestors have been. Secular Jews are 
often the greatest volunteers and humanists. It’s as if the 
“making the world a better place” (Tikkun Olam) looms 
large in our DNA.  

There are many Jews in Santa Fe who are not affiliated 
with any synagogue. Maybe they see a synagogue as merely 
a place for religious practices. Some are putting their 
Jewish past behind them to assimilate. In the spirit of our 
founding rabbi, Rabbi Leonard Helman, we would like 
to welcome the secular and the non-affiliated Jews into 
our community. We are offering classes in the Education 
Center in the Rabbi Helman Library to attract such folks. 

Congregants Rob and Barbara Reider and I have 
been working on a curriculum that would engage 
the community. “Food for Recovering Jews” is a class 
(gathering) where we eat and talk about our Jewish 
identity. It will be a fun community gathering to break the 
ice, be nurtured in more ways than one, and connect with 
each other. We will tell our own stories of what it means to 
be Jewish. As of this writing, the first meeting is titled, “So 
You Were Born a Jew, Now What? Pass the Latkes.” 

There have been requests for a conversational Hebrew 
class. We have a mixture of folks who can read Hebrew 
and could go straight to a Conversational Hebrew class 
and folks who need a beginning class. Rabbi Levy has 
decided to offer a beginning class for folks who don’t read 
Hebrew. That will begin the week after Passover, April 
12th, 4:00pm in the library. After 3-4 weeks, all will be 
ready for a conversational Hebrew class. Email Rabbi Levy 
to enroll in this class. 

Look for these classes on the calendar at our brand new 
website, which by the way, I spent many grueling hours 
crafting with our web designer. The Rebbetzin, Kaycee 
Canter Levy, was a big help working on the new site. 
Have you seen it? Click “Watch Video” on the Home 
Page to see Rabbi Martin joined by a special guest, 
Chimichanga. Hover over the Education tab to read about 
the background of our CBT Education Center. Check out 
Our History. https://beittikvasantafe.org/.

Happy Passover,  
Elisheva
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Purim and Esther
By Clarke Fountain

The delightful celebrations of Purim are distinctly odd. 
It’s partly what makes them delightful. There are so 
many messages conveyed that are fully found here 

and less elsewhere. And the costumes! So many wonderful 
costumes.

The message I get is that you have a right to live, to continue 
living, to not only resist evil against you and yours, but to 
actively fight against it.  Furthermore, on the example of 
Queen Esther, you can very well succeed!
Notwithstanding that any number of Broadway shows and 
other musical numbers have been adapted to tell this story 
in a wacky and wonderful variety of ways, the story itself is 
something serious.

And where else, so early in our literature, was the hero a 
heroine? So many people want to “cast shade” on the Torah 
for its patriarchal bent, but there are many great stories in 
it of women who achieve marvelous things, and nowhere 
is the story so closely focused on a woman as here. A very 
courageous woman, who dared to risk her life to save her 
people. Not with a sword, though. For that, we’ve had to wait 
for Marvel Comics and the recent Amazon telling of a snippet 
of the Lord of the Rings stories. Lara Croft, Tomb-Raider she 
is not. For my money, whatever the history of the tale (and of 
course it is disputed eight ways from Sunday), I find it, on the 
whole, believable. Even without a sword or martial arts kicks, 
you can make a difference. In fact, we are taught that we must 
make a difference and we are shown that Esther did.

Another thing we get to do in Jewish festivals and celebrations 
is to actively participate. Whenever that awful man whose 
name began with the letter “H” is mentioned, we twirl our 
groggers and yell out “boooo!”  We’re on the team. We have a 
side.  It matters. Nobody has the right to kill all of a people, our 
own or anyone else’s.

I’m confident there are all sorts of esoteric (means “hidden”) 
symbols in the story, from the absence of deity being named, 
to the characters in it. There are a wealth of ethical things to 
contemplate as well (aren’t there always?). We are not only 
people of the Book, but we are a people soaked in stories. 
They form part of the vocabulary of our lives. Just as you 
can’t speak without words, it’s difficult to perceive meaning 
without the medium of stories. This is a particularly rich tale, 
even without the costumes and show tunes. May its meanings 
enrich our lives.

Torah N’ Nosh
We kick off many learning opportunities for 
our congregation in March. Our weekly Torah 
discussion continues on Saturday mornings at 9:30 on 
Zoom. On Wednesday, March 1st, Rabbi Martin will lead 
a four week seminar on the writings of Rabbi Abraham 
Heschel. Participants will meet on Zoom on Wednesdays 
at 6pm. If you are interested in this great American 
thinker, please contact our Rabbi for the reading materials. 

In mid-April we will sponsor 
an intensive “learn to read 
Hebrew” class for beginners. 
Once everyone is reading 
basic Hebrew, we will offer a 
“conversational” Hebrew class.  
And don’t miss our special 
Yiddish class in May, taught by 
Jordan Wax. Contact Elisheva 
or Rabbi Martin for more details.

Rabbi Abraham Heschel
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Remembering Those Who 
Have Gone Before
At this time of year it is appropriate to remember 
and honor your loved ones who have passed 
away. With the financial support of an initial donation 
from Ruthie Getz Koval, and a subsequent donation 
from Gary and Karen Goldstein, two Yahrzeit panels 
were installed in the entrance hall where we place 
illuminated Yahrzeit plaques honoring your loved 
ones. If you have not yet purchased or reserved a 
space please call the congregation administrator 
at 505.820.2991, or email her at officeadmin@
beittikvasantafe.org. OR, you may fill out the form 
below and drop it in the mail to our office.

Yahrzeit Memorial Plaque Order Form
Name(s) of Honoree(s)

1. ____________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known:

______________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known:

______________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________

Date of Death___________Hebrew name if known:

______________________________________________________________

Please submit this form by mail; bring it to the office; or scan and email 

it to us.

Your Name:____________________________________________________

Email:_________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________________

Number of Plaques: _______x $600 each     

CHECK ENCLOSED IN THE AMOUNT OF:_____________________________

VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX Card #__________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________

Expiration Date: ______________________ CCV#_________

Billing zip code_______________________________

 

January, February, March, 
April Birthdays
Martin Levy January 2 

Jim Elliott January 2

Larry Cohen January 3 

Lorraine Haneyko January 22 

Gail Karr January 26 

Asenath Kepler January 31 

Elliot Rapoport February 7 

Helene Singer Merrin March 28

Marcia Berman    April 1

Julius Cooper        April 5

Ephraim Herrera  April 5

Gale Davis   April 7

Max Cooper   April 8

Stuart Rosenberg April 11

Henry Lewis April 20

Doreen Hurtig  April 26 
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CCV#_________

COME CELEBRATE WITH US AT PASSOVER

Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 6:00 pm, Congregation Beit Tikva, 2230 Old Pecos Trail
Conducted by Rabbi Martin W. Levy 

Catered by Walter Burke Catering

Welcome Passover—

Second Night 
Community 
Seder
Join us for a traditional 4-course 
meal with wine and a Passover 
service. 

PASSOVER REGISTRATION FORM

Congregation 

Beit Tikva

# of Adult Members________________ @ $82 per person___________ 

# of Adult Non-Members____________ @ $92 per person___________

Total amount for Seder dinners: $______________________________________

❏ # of beef dinners ❏ # of chicken dinners ❏ # of vegetarian dinners

Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 28, 2023.  Space is limited. Reservations must be accompanied by a check or 
Visa/Mastercard  information. Please mail checks to Congregation Beit Tikva, P.O. Box 24094, Santa Fe, NM 87502.  
For more information, please call  the office at 505.820.2991.

Name: ________________________________________________Phone _______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________State__________Zip_______________

Visa/Mastercard# _______________________________Exp. Date_____ CCV #______ Billing Zip 

Code______________

COME CELEBRATE WITH US AT PASSOVER

Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 6:00 pm, Congregation Beit Tikva, 2230 Old Pecos Trail
Conducted by Rabbi Martin W. Levy 

Catered by Walter Burke Catering

Welcome Passover—

Second Night 
Community 
Seder
Join us for a traditional 4-course 
meal with wine and a Passover 
service. 

PASSOVER REGISTRATION FORM

Congregation 

Beit Tikva

# of Adult Members________________ @ $82 per person___________ 

# of Adult Non-Members____________ @ $92 per person___________

Total amount for Seder dinners: $______________________________________

❏ # of beef dinners ❏ # of chicken dinners ❏ # of vegetarian dinners

Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 28, 2023.  Space is limited. Reservations must be accompanied by a check or 
Visa/Mastercard  information. Please mail checks to Congregation Beit Tikva, P.O. Box 24094, Santa Fe, NM 87502.  
For more information, please call  the office at 505.820.2991.

Name: ________________________________________________Phone _______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________State__________Zip_______________

Visa/Mastercard# _______________________________Exp. Date_____ CCV #______ Billing Zip 

Code______________

# of Children________@ $25 per child

Name________________________________________________ Phone_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________City________________________State________ Zip___________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Visa/Mastercard #________________________________________ Exp. Date_________________ 

Signature_______________________________________________
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January, February Donations 
General Fund
Alvin and Peggy Brown Family  
 Charitable Foundation
Alma Dankoff
Clarke Fountain
Doris Francis
Robert Gear
Men’s Group
Ruthie Koval
Rabbi Martin & Kaycee Levy
Nancy Mandel
Nelle Miller & Elliot Saltzman
Marc Sanders estate
Gordon Sellers
Jesus Velasquez
Joan Vernick
Michael Youssefmir & Tegan Kline

Members Donating to Rabbi’s Circle 
Level (as of Feb. 2023)
Marcia and Bill Berman
Sheila Bicoll
Eleanor Brenner
Jean O’Gorman
Dirk Wassner

In Memory of
Connie & Stuart Rosenberg in  
 memory of Elsie Hartog
Connie & Stuart Rosenberg in  
 memory of Hilary Elliott

Yahrzeit
Jean O’ Gorman in memory of her  
 Father

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Gail & Sonny Rapoport in   
 honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their  
 granddaughter, Adira

Have You Been Receiving Our Weekly E-Blast ?

It is the best way to stay current with all of our Congregation’s happenings. 

Please contact Corinne at the office at 505.820.2991 to join our e-blast list. 

Or, go to www.beittikvasantafe.org to sign up. You’ll never miss any upcoming 

events or news.

Who Knows What 
He Knows?
He was like the village idiot
Who stalked alleyways
Knocking over cabbages and  
 apple carts.

This is no village it’s a home for  
 the blind.
Room 467 is Sydney’s.
Blind, deaf, dumb.
Everyone thinks he’d lost.
I know better.
He talks to me with fingers
Spells words in my palm.

Springtime, the ice melts.
Words of Torah echo slavery.
Sydney’s a prisoner on his floor.
He sings his song every Shabbas,
Taps his fingers on metal chairs
As another chants the prayers.
The pray-ers are locked in
But this morning, it’s Shabbas  
 shel Pesach.

He knows when the service ends
He feels it with his nose,
Taps his fingers on his lips.
The congregants finish  
 “Ein k-Eloheinu.”
He walks to the Kiddush table,
lifts his cup.
Drops spill over his lips.
His smile says, “Lechayim!”

—Martin W. Levy

In Loving Memory
Connie Rosenberg

September 14, 1948 - January 31, 2023
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